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1996-2015:
Employment increased by 90%; brief 

downturn in 2009

Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada

Forecast

2017-2026:
Marginal decline, first 
sustained  period of 

weaker growth in over 
20 years.
Res = -7%

Non-res = +3%



Non-Residential construction employment 

Newfoundland and Labrador
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT

Major resource development projects (offshore 

platforms, nickel smelter, hydroelectric and 

transmission) winding down.  Next investment 

(offshore and mining) wave pushed out later in 

the period as some projects are delayed or 

cancelled.



Non-Residential construction employment 

Nova Scotia
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Modest rise in ICI construction across 

the outlook period, shipbuilding spin-off.  

Tracking LNGs but not included in 
scenario.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

New Brunswick
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Proposed pipeline, marine terminal, and mine 

development project delays. Later in the 

period major dam refurbishment adds to 

activity.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

Prince Edward Island
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Steady but moderate investment gains 

lead by commercial construction, no 

significant major projects.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

Quebec
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Steady but modest driven by 

transportation, utilities, infrastructure

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

Ontario
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Moderate expansion driven by proposed 

nuclear refurbishments, transportation and 

other infrastructure projects. 

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

Manitoba
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada, BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT

Near term growth driven by major power 

generation and transmission projects; 

investment declines as major projects 

end. Moderate growth over the long term.



Non-Residential construction employment 

Saskatchewan
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada, BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Ongoing and proposed resource development 

and pipeline projects sustain activity over the 

medium term but requirements depend on 

proposed project schedules.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

British Columbia
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Major LNG, pipelines, utilities, mining, 

transportation and other infrastructure 

projects; project schedules impact 

medium term requirements.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Non-Residential construction employment 

Alberta
(34 direct trades and occupations)
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Weaker markets prevail across the medium term as 

current projects wind down.

Oil sands – continuing decline in new capital over the 

medium term; more moderate long term growth.  

Sustaining capital and maintenance work partially 

offsets ‘new’ declines but lower growth expected.

Market Conditions:

WEAK TIGHT



Alberta Oil Sands Investment -- New*
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$2007 Millions (adjusted for inflation)

*Includes construction and M&E
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Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada (2016-2026)

Significant decline in new 

capital; more moderate 

long term growth



Alberta Oil Sands Investment -- New + Sustaining + Maint.*
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$2007 Millions (adjusted for inflation)

*Includes construction and M&E
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Seasonal peaks / challenges





Demographic trends / market risks, Alberta
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Workforce squeeze -- buffer of young workers could disappear, just as retirements 
mount over the long term. 

‘000 of workers

Source: Statistics Canada; BuildForce Canada















Orders for Floating Oil/Gas Production 
Facilities Predicted to Rise This Year



















2011 drilled 7638 wells 
-added 850,000 bpd

2014 drilled 14261 wells
-added 2,600,680 bpd but by 
Nov. the price of oil collapsed

2015 drilled less than 10,000 wells 
-added 2 million bpd but by the 
end of the year total production 
was down

2016 drilled less than 6,000 wells
-added 1.4 million bpd – total 
production down over 600K bpd

Had the price not collapsed in 
2014 they would be at 6.8 
million bpd by now!

US Daily Horizontal Well Production by Year of First Flow







2016 only 736 wells drilled (down 68% 
from 2014) producing 245,000 Bpd – total 
production at the end of 2016 was down 
23% from the peak in 2014.

This graph includes production to February 
of 2017 which appears to be increasing

North Dakota (Bakken) 












